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float over Pretoria. But in making that rhetorical issi.
assertion Sir Garnet could not bind the people of
England, and much more importance should have
been attached to a judicious prediction of his,
which passed altogether unheeded. He did not
share Mr. Gladstone's delusion that the country
was worthless. Writing to Sir Michael Hicks-
Beach on the 13th of November 1879 he said,
" The Transvaal is rich in minerals; gold has
already been found in quantities, and there can be
little doubt that larger and still more valuable
goldfields will sooner or later be discovered. Any
such discovery would soon bring a large British
population here," This remarkable prophecy does
not seem to have made the smallest impression
either upon Sir Michael or upon Lord Kimbeiiey,
and even the City was not roused. Lord Kim-
beiiey persisted in ignoring the Boer complaints.
He trusted Sir Owen Lanyon, who kept assuring
him for months that most of the Boers desired
to live under British sway. Even at the close
of the year 1880, when the Dutch inhabitants of
the Transvaal had actually risen in rebellion, he
thought the time for conciliation inopportune. It
was scarcely more opportune after Laing's Nek.
The Queen's Speech for 1881 declared that the
duty of taking military measures with a view to
the prompt vindication of the Queen's authority
had of necessity set aside for the time any plan for
securing to the European settlers that full control
over their own local affairs, without prejudice to
the interests of the natives, which Her Majesty
had been desirous to confer. This was on the 6th
of January, and it was on the 10th that Lord
Eamberley accepted the overtures of President
Brand. To defend a Government which had
shown such vacillation of purpose is impossible.
Their conduct was neither magnanimous, nor